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Debtors  :  Yet  ive  are  told  the  next  moment,  that  ivc  are  the  Staves  of  our 
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tut  passions  up,  and  reason  dotvn  ;  and  in  this  condition  ivc  have  been 
urged  to  accommodate  the  policy  of  tDe  Nation  to  the  partial  viezvs  cf 
itme  private  interests  or  personal  resentments, — The  permanent  luilfare  of 
the  Country  requires  that  this  subjctt  should  be    ivell  understood. 
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1  HE  Treaty  between  the  United  States 
and  Great-Britain^  which  was  negociated  by  Mr. 
Jay,  in  the  year  1794,  has^  in  refpecl  to  the  imme- 
diate iubjects  of  controverfy,  been  fatisfadtorily  exe- 
cuted ;  and  the  articles  regulating  the  commercial 
intercourfe  of  the  two  countries,  have  expired  by 
their  own  Hmitation.  The  good,  and  the  evil,  which 
this  treaty  occafioned,  are  therefore  now  fufceptible 
of  a  jull  ellimate  ;  and  the  prefent  is  a  proper  period 
for  recalling  the  public  recollection,  to  the  caufes 
and  effeds  of  a  meafure,  which,  in  its  inception,  and 
daring  every  (lage  of  its  progrefs,  was  perfeveringly 
calumniated  and  oppofed  ;  and  which,  in  confe- 
quence  of  inveterate  prejudices,  is,  to  the  prefent 
day,  a  topic  of  party  invedtivs,  againfl  the  federal 
adminiilration. 

To  thole  who  are  incapable  of  difcoverlng  the 
fecret  motives  which  govern  Mr.  Jefferson,  and 
his  afTociates  of  the  Virginia  party,  it  has  appeared 
furprifmg,  that  the  convention  negociated  by  Mr. 
King,  in  purfuance  of  inflrudions  from  the  federal 
adminiftration,  fhould  have  attracted  fo  little  atten- 
tion. By  this  convention,  the  fum  of  ^^.600,000 
fterling,  or  nearly  three  millions  of  dollars ^  is  payabk 
at  the  treafury  of  the  United  States^  for  lolTes  fuf- 
tained  by  Britifh  fubjecls,  in  confequence  of  the 
non-execution  of  the  4th  article  of  the  Treaty  of 


Peace,  which  required  that  "  there  (liould  be  no 
*'  lawful  impediuient  to  the  recovery  of  the  full 
"  value,  in  llerling  money,  of  all  bona fcle  debts, 
*•  contraded  before  the  war.'* 

The  payment  of  io.  confiderable  a  fum  as  ibice 
mUHons  of  dollars^  for  any  purpofe  whatever,  except 
for  the  redudtion  of  the  funded  debt,  or  the  pur- 
chafe  of  ncwlands^  for  the  purpofe  of  extending  the 
''  blefTnigs  of  freedom,"  mu(t  appear  to  be  a  ftrange 
departure  from  the  economical  maxims  of  the  pref- 
ent  adminiltration  :  But  that  fuch  a  fum  fliould  be 
paid  to  Britijhfuhjc6ls^  for  loffes  in  the  recovery  of 
prrjate  debts  ;  that  a  contention  (hould  be  made  in 
fupport  of.  the  4th  article  of  the  Treaty  of  Peace^ 
which,  for  twenty  years,  had  been  the  caufe  of  the 
mod  vehement  cohtroverfies  ;  that  it  (hould  cimtain 
an  exprefs  recognition  of  a  ftipulation  in  Mr.  Jay's 
Treaty,  which  had  been  repeatedly  fligmatized  as  a 
degrading  furrender  of  the  judicial  honor  of  this 
country  ;  that  the  obligation  (hould  be  ratified  by 
aemocratic  Senators,  though  formed  by  Mr.  King, 
a  gentleman  highly  efleemed  and  revered  by  the 
federal  party  ; — thefe  are  indeed  afloni(hing  phe- 
nomena. They  are,  however,  fufceptible  of  expla- 
nation ;  and  when  this  paper  is  perufed  with  atten- 
tion, it  is  believed,  that  all  candid  men  will  concur 
wiih  the  poet,  that, 

"  The  clue  once  given,  unravels  all  the  red, 
"  The  profpeti  clear'd,  Virginia  flands  confeft." 

It  is  a  firmly  e(tabli(hed  opinion  of  men  well  verfed 
in  the  hiftory  of  our  revolution,  that  the  luhiggiftn  cf 
Virginia  was  chieily  owing  to  the  debts  cf  the  planters. 
It  is  certain  that  their  creditors  were  among  xhtjirji 
ohjeds  of  a  fevere  and  impolitic  hoftility,  which  occa- 
fioned  great  diffatisfadkion  among  refleding  men  in 
this  country,  and  deeply  injured  the  popularity  of 


ihe  Ajiierican  caufe  in  Great-Britain.  It  Is  alfo  cer- 
tain, that  meafures  of  a  very  extraordinary  nature 
were  adopted  during  the  war,  for  the  purpofe  of 
extinguiiliing  the  debts  of  individuals  ;  and  that  the 
4th  article  of  the  Treaty  of  Peace,  which  ftipuis^ted 
that  there,  fhould  be  no  lawful  impediment  to  the 
recovery  of  the  full  value  of  all  bcnajide  debts,  was 
received  with  the  utmofl  difgull:  in  Virginia  ;  that 
it  occafioned  an  inveterate  refentnient  again  ft  Mr. 
Adams  and  Mr.  Jay  ;  and.  until  the  eledion  of  Mr. 
Jefferson  to  the  prefidency,  was  the  caufe  of  a 
permanent  and  implacable  hoftility  to  all  national 
rnealures. 

The  definitive  Treaty  of  Peace,  between  the  Unit- 
ed States  and  Great-Britain^  was  figned  at  Paris,  on 
the  3d  of  Sept.  1783,  in  purfuance  of  provifional 
articles,  which  had  been  concluded  on  the  13th  of 
Nov.  1782.  There  has  been  much  difputerefped- 
ing  the  time  when  the  ftipulations  of  this  I'reaty 
ought  to  be  ccnlidered  as  having  commenced.  It 
is  no:  now  propofed  to  agitate  a  queflion,  which 
can  never  be  fettled.  Neither  Great-Britain  nor  the 
United  States,  have  ever  admitted  that  they  were 
guilty  of  i\\^jirjl  wfraElion,  It  is,  however,  certain, 
that  at  length  the  1  reaty  was  infraded  by  both  par- 
ties ;  and  that  x\\^firjl  infradion  on  the  part  of  the 
United  States,  was  committed  by  the  Ji ate  of  Virginia. 

1  hough,  certainly,  no  new  ad  ought  to  have  been 
made  \>  prevent  the  recovery  of  Bririfh  debts  :  Yet 
as  early  as  Cd,  1783,  an  ad  of  alfembiy  was  pafled 
to  abfolve  debtors  from  the  payment  of  money,  even 
after  their  debts  had  been  afcertained  by  judgmxcnts 
at  law.  In  June^  1784,  the  affembiy  moreover  de- 
clared, that  Great' Britain  had  infraded  the  Treaty  ; 
and  that  when  reparation  Jhould  be  made  for  the  in- 
fraction,  or  Ccngrefs  JJjould  judge  it  indifpenfably  necef- 
fary.fuch  ails  pajftd  during  ihe  late  war^  as  inhibited 
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the  reciyuery  of  Britlflj  debts  ^  ought  to  be  repealed^  and 
payment  thereof  made^   in  fuch  time  and  manner  as 
Jhould  conji/i  with  the  exhaujied  filuztion  of  the  com- 
monwealth, 

XIi<^  non-execution  of  the  Treaty  of  Peace,  was 
the  fubject  of  repeated  dilcuHlons,  between  Mr. 
Adams,  then  minilter  of  the  United  States  to  London^ 
and  the  Bririfh  government  ;  the  refuks  of  which 
•-•were  communicated  to  Congrefs,  in  March,  1786  ; 
and  as  was  to  have  been  expected,  the  violation  on 
our  fide  ot  the  article  refpecling  debts,  was  alligned 
as  a  j unification  for  Britifli  infradions. 

In  April,  1787,  Congrefs  addreiTed  a  Letter  to 
the  States,  in  which  they  expreiTed  their  regret^  thai 
in  fame  of  the  States  too  little  attention  had  been  paid 
to  the  public  faith,  pledged  by  the  Treaty  of  Peace.  — 
They  alfo  refolved,  that  the  Legijlatures  of  the  federal 
States  could  not  of  right  pafs  any  act  or  atls^  for  in- 
terpreting^ explaining^  or  conjiruing  a  National  Treaty, 
or  any  part  or  claufe  of  it  ;  nor  for  refiraining^  limit- 
ing-)  or  in  any  manner  impeding^  retarding^  or  counter- 
a^ing,  the  operation  and  execution  of  the  fame  ;  and 
that  all  fuch  a6ls^  or  parts  cf  a5ls^  as  were  then  exj/i- 
ing  in  any  cf  the  States,  repugnant  to  the  Treaty  cf 
Peace ^  ought  to  be  forthwith  repealed. 

To  prevent  difputes,  and  fave  the  feelings  ot  the 
States  which  had  violated  the  public  failh^  the  Letter 
and  refolution  before  mentioned,  were  tranfmitted 
to  all  the  States  ;  and  it  was  recommended  tu  each 
of  them,  to  pafs  an  ad,  repealing  all  a  els  contrary  to 
the  Treaty  of  Peace,  rather  by  defcribing,  than  reciting 
the  faid  atls.  As  a  re:ifon  for  this  refolution,  Con- 
grefs declared,  that  by  repealing  in  general  terms,  all 
acls  repugnant  to  the  Treaty,  controverted  quefiions 
would  be  referred  to  the  Judicial  department  ;  and  the 
Courts  of  law  zuouldjind  no  difficulty  in  deciding  whe- 
ther ajiy  particular  ad  or  claife^  was,  or  was  noty 
contrary  to  the  Treaty.  / 


>■' 


7  .        . 

In  thefe  refolutions,  the  elementary  principles  of 
the  federal  Conftitution,  in  refpe^t  to  th^  fvpremacy 
of  treaties^  and  the  authority  of  the  fudiual  depart- 
ment^  may  be  difcerned.  Ail  America  recoile6ts  the 
imbecility,  confufion  and  difgrace,  which  were  ex- 
perienced in  confeqiience  of  a  violation  of  thefe  prin- 
ciples ;  by  who7n  they  were  violated — and  with  what 
viezus  and  interefts^  will  now  be  explained. 

The  proceedings  of  the  General  Convention^ 
which  formed  the  exifllng  Conftitution  of  the  United 
States^  v.'ere  promulgated  in  September^  ^7^7  >  ^^^^ 
though  the  neceffity  of  fome  bond  of  union,  more 
efficient  than  the  Articles  of  Confederation,  was 
admitted  in  every  State  :  Yet  the  plan  offered  to  the 
acceptance  of  the  people,  v/as  violently  oppofed  by 
the  old  Virginia  party. 

In  Dece?nber^  ^7 '^7-)  ihree  months  after  the  plan  of 
the  prefent  Confiitiition  had  been  piiblifhed^  and  at  the 
moment  when  a  combination  ivas  forrning^  to  prevent 
its  ratification  by  the  requifite  number  of  nine  flates, 
the  AfTembly  of  Virginia^  afieding  to  comply  with 
the  recommendations  of  Congrefs,  pafTed  in  April, 
1787,  ena<5led  a  law,  repealing  all  fuch  a£ls  or  parts 
of  ads  of  that  State,  as  had  prevented^  or  might  pre- 
vent^ the  recovery  of  debts  due  to  Briiifh  fubjccts^  ac- 
cording to  the  true  intent  of  the  Treaty  ;  but  with  this 
extraordinary  provifo,  that  there  fliould  be  -^fufpen- 
fion  of  the  repeal^  till  the  Governor,  by  the  advice  of 
Council,  fhould  give  notice  by  proclamation,  that 
Great-Britain  had  delivered  up  the  northern  pcfts^and 
was  taking  meafures  for  the  further  feilfihnent  of  the 
Treaty,  by  delivering  up  the  negroes^  or  by  making  co?n- 
penfation  for  ihem. 
■  When  it  is  confidered,  that  the  difputes  between 
Great-Britain  and  the  United  States ^  were  in  a  courfe 
of  diplomatic  difcuflion  and  inquiry,  by  the  proper 
reprefentatives  of  the  tw^o  countries,  and  other  cir- 
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cumflances  conne<3:ed  with  the  time  wlien  this   a£l 
was  pafTed,  are  duly  weighed,  ?.!l  reflecting  men  muft 
admit,  that  this  meafure  was  mofl  flacritious  in  prin- 
ciple, and  that  it  tl^reatened  to  be  moit  mifchicvous 
in  its  confequences  ;  and  that  both  the  wickcdneis 
and  the  mifchief  were  aggravated,  by  a  grofs  incon- 
fiflency  ot  conduct,  and  a  pointed  infult  to  the  na- 
tional authority.     Virginia  had  arrogated  the   right 
of  determining,  when  and  to  what  degree  a  national 
Treaty   fhould  be  executed,  as  well  as  the  kind  ol 
rcprifals  proper  to  be  made,  in  cafe  of  an  infraction. 
Having  exercifcd  this  ufurped  right  for  four  years, 
and  expofed  the  peace  and  union  of  thefe  (lares  to 
the  mofl  imminent  jeopardy,   {ht  is    requedtd   by 
Congrefs  to  refcind   acls,   which  were   contrary  to 
natural  juftice  and  her  federal  engagements. ,    i'he 
requefl  was  made  in  a  manner  the  leall  oitenfive  and 
mofl  foothing  to  her  pride  ;  it  was  addrelled  to  all 
thejiaies^  without  excepting  thofe  againft  which  not 
a  fliadow  of  complaint  exided.     Eight  ftates  comply 
with   the  requeft  of  Congrefs  ;  two  flates  declare 
that   no   laws   exift   with   them,    repugnant  to  ^he 
'i  reaty  ;    two   flates  remain  fi'ent,  but  at  the  (i\me 
time  they  promptly  and  cordially  adopt  the  equiva- 
lent remedy  provided  by  the  plan  of  national  Gov- 
ernment.     What   is    done   by   Virginia — the  only 
remaining  member  of  the  union  ? — By  this  State, 
alfo,  a  law  is  palfed,  repealing  all  a6ls  contrary  to  the 
Treaty  of  Peace  ;  hut  the  operation  of  this  very  repeal 
is  SUSPENDED  ;  not  fuhjeil  to  the  opinion  of  Congrefs^ 
but  the  opinion  of  the  Governor  and  Council  of  Vir- 
ginia !!!  Thus,  in  (lead  of  repealing  ofFenfive  ads, 
they  were  re-enaded  ;  inflead  of  removing  lawful 
impediments^   they  were  forti(ied   by  new  laws  ;  in- 
ftead  of  forbearing  to  counter a5l  the  operation  of  the 
Treaty  of  Peace ^  it  was  counteraded  by  a  new  dccld" 
ration  !! — At  what  time  was  this  infult  offered  ?  Im- 
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mediately  after  the  fages  and  patriots  oi  America  had 
formed  a  plan^of  government,  "  to  establish 
JUSTICE,"  and  with  an  exprefs  view  to  ihdX  fpecific 
jujiice^  which  Virginia  had  before  difregarded,  but 
which  (he  now  openly  contemned.  But  did  not 
Virginia  cordially  fupport  the  plan  of  the  Conven- 
tion ?  No  !  While  (he  profefled  the  moft  fincere 
attachment  to  the  federal  union,  and  the  moft  ardent 
love  of  liberty,  fhe  deprecated  the  propofed  plan,  as 
fubverfive  of  the  rights  of  ftates  and  individuals. 
When  her  oppofition  at  length  became  unavailing, 
and  even  dangerous  to  herfelf,  fhe  acquiefced,  but 
with  a  declaration  of  many  objedions,  which,  when 
analyfed,  demonftrates  a  concealed  yet  inveterate  hof- 
iility  to  jujiice.  For  what  were  thefe  facrifices  of 
charader  and  public  fecurity  made  ?  Merely  to  en- 
able a  fadion.  of  luxurious  planters,  to  defraud  their 
creditors.  Severe  as  thefe  remarks  may  appear, 
they  are  jufl: ;  and  fortunately  for  the  caufe  of  truth, 
they  are  fufceptible  of  demonftratlon  from  authentic 
records. 

The  plan  of  the  convention,  for  the  purpofe  of 
fecuring  the  fulfilment  of  national  treaties,  and  the 
obfervance  of  other  contraiSls,  declared,  that  treaties 
Jhould  control  the  corjiitutions  and  laws  of  thejiates  ; 
and  that  their  obfervance  fhould  be  enforced  by  an 
independent  7iational  yudiciary.  The  reftridions 
propofed  by  Virginia  upon  the  exercife  of  judicial 
powers^  were  moft  important  and  radical ;  and  ex- 
tended to  the  following  objeds  : 

I  ft.  That  Congrefs  fhould  ered  no  inferior  courts^ 
except  courts  of  Admiralty, 

2d.  That  the  judicial  power  of  the  United  States 
fhould  not  extend  to  cafes  between  2ijiate  and  citi- 
zens of  another  Jiate  ;  nor  to  cafes  between  citizens  of 
differentiates  ;  nor  to  cafes  between  a  ftate,  or  the 
citizens  thereof  and  foreign Jiates^  citizens  andfubje^ls. 
B 
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3d.  That  the  judicial  power  fhould  extend  to  ?:$ 
cafe^  where  the  caufe  of  adion  originated  before  the 
Tatification  of  the  Conjlitntion^  except  in  difputes  be- 
tween perfons  claiming  lands  undtr  the  grants  of 
different  flates,  and  fuics  for  debts  due  to  the  United 
States, 

It  is  obvious,  that  the  effect  of  thefe  reftriftions 
would  have  been  to  dived  the  General  Government 
of  all  control^  not  only  over  ma?iy  qucftions  arifing 
under  the  Conftitiii'ion  and  laws  of  the  United  States^ 
but  over  all  quejiions  relative  to  infratlions  of  the  <\th 
article  of  the  Treaty  of  Peace  ;  and  queflions  re/ped- 
ing  debts  due  by  citizens  of  Virginia^  to  citizens  of 
dtherjlatcs^  snd  to  the  citizens  and  fubjects  oi foreign 
nations. 

Let  it  be  reme?)ibered  as  afatl  worthy  offpecial  no- 
tice^ that  notwithllanding  the  veliement  oppofition 
of  Virginia  to  the  adoption  of  the  Conftitution,  as 
being  a  fyftem  deftruclive  of  public  freedom  ;  and 
notwiihftanding  the  numerous  amendments  propof- 
cd  by  this  flate,  no  one  of  the  powers  of  the  general 
government  were  propofed  to  be  abridged  in  the 
Jlighteji  degree^  except  only  in  relation  to  the  judi- 
cial department.  The  objeds  c^f  the  other  amend- 
ments were  merely  to  declare  abllract  principles  \ 
to  eftablifh  rules  for  expounding  the  Conftitution  ; 
or  to  vary  the  ftrudure  of  the  government,  or  the 
7node  of  exercifing  certain  powers,  in  a  manner  calcu- 
lated to  increafe  the  relative  influence  of  Virginia, 
Thefe  refledions  afford  no  flight  argument,  that 
fiate  ambition^  and  the  defire  of  avoiding  the  pay- 
ment of  '•  bona  fide  debts^*  were  the  principal  in- 
ducements to  thofe  political  exertions,  which  were 
conftantly  difguifed  under  fpecious  appearances  of 
zeal  for  the  prefervation  of  liberty. 

This  conftrudion  of  the  motives  of  Virginia,  i$ 
not  uncandid.     lu  1788  it  was  underftood  by  all 


A/uerka,  that  this  (late  was  influenced  by  finlfter 
and  local  iiiterefts.  Men  of  great  weight  and  influ- 
ence  in  the  (late  of  New-Tork,  were  oppofed  to  the 
adoption  of  the  National  Conftitution  :  By  concert, 
the  Conventions  of  isew-Tork  and  Virginia^  met 
nearly  at  the  fame  time,  and  at  a  late  period.  There 
exifted  every  inducement,  arifing  out  of  coincident 
views  m  refpecl  to  queftions  of  primary  importance, 
that  thefe  ftates  (houid  either  reject  the  Condi tution, 
or  concur  in  propofmg  fimiiar  amendments.  It 
however  appears,  that  the  influence  of  Virginia  was 
Infufficient  to  induce  the  ftate  of  JSew-Tork  to  con- 
cur in  propofing  thofe  limitations  of  the  Judicial  au- 
thority, which  were  fo  anxioufly  defired.  The 
great  commercial  advantages  of  the  city  of  New- 
Tork  ;  the  corred:  views  of  its  citizens  on  quedions 
relating  to  private  and  public  credit  ;  its  extennve 
connections  witli  the  fouthern  dates,  as  well  as  its 
immediate  neighbors,  all  concurred  to  evince  the 
importance  of  an  efficient  national  judiciary.  The 
Convention  of  N^'W-Tork,  therefore,  refufed  adent 
to  the  propofitions  of  Virginia  ;  and  without  attempt- 
ing to  impair  the  powers,  which,  by  the  plan  of  the 
General  Convention,  were  veded  in  the  judicial  de- 
partment, they  confined  their  own  amendn;ents,  fo 
as  merely  to  require,  that  the  inferior  courts  of  the 
United  States  diould  exercife  an  appellate^  indead  of 
an  i?/'/^/;?*^/ jurifdidion. 

It  has  been  afferted  that  the  oppodtion  of  Virginia 
to  the  National  Conditution,  and  particularly  to  the 
powers  veded  in  the  judicial  departfiient^  originated 
in  fmider  and  local  intereds.  In  fupport  of  this 
allegation,  reference  is  now  made  to  the  papers  of. 
the  CommifTioners  appointed  in  purfuance  of  the 
6th  article  of  the  Treaty  of  1794  ;  by  which  it  will 
appear,  that  the  claims  exhibited  againd  the  United 
States^  exceeded  eighteen  milliQm  of  dollars.     It  wiU 
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not  be  pretended,  that  thefe  claims  are  of  themfelves 
evidence  di  jujl  demands  ;  though,  on  the  contrary, 
it  is  deemed  Fair  to  infer,  that  the  proceedings  cf 
thofeflates  werejuft  and  equitable,  where  the  claims 
were  comparatively  inconfiderable,  in  proportion  to 
their  relative  commerce  with  Great -Britain, 
The  claims  exhibited  again  ft  the  l^ew-  sterling. 
England  ftates,  amounted  to  ^C^S?^^^ 

The  ftates  of  New-T'ork  and  Nezu-Jerfey^     180,000 
The  ftates  of  Pennfyhania  and  Delaware^       15,000 

The  whole  amount  of  claims  againft  the 
ftates  north  of  Maryland^  amounted 
therefore  to  no  more  than  ^2 1 8,000 

While  thofe  againft   the  five  fouthern 

ftates,  amounted  to  ^^35^^95000 

Of  which  8,500,000  dollars,  or  one  half  of  the 
whole  amount,  was  claimed  of  the  fmgle  State 
of  Virginia, 

An  analyfis  of  the  individual  claims,  would  ex- 
hibit the  difproportion  in  a  more  ftriking  point  of 
view,  and  more  fully  explain  the  real  motives  of  the 
Virginia  party  :  Such  an  inveftigation  would  (hew 
that  the  claims  upon  Virginia  were  for  debts  due  to 
commercial  houfes  ;  while  thofe  againft  the  ftates 
north  of  Maryland^  were  almoft  exclufively  on  be- 
half of  American  loyalijis^  who  were  not  entitled  to 
compenfation  under  the  Treaty.  This  will  be  read- 
ily believed  by  thofe  who  recoiled,  that  feveral  opu- 
lent families,  in  the  ftate  of  New-Tork^  were  in  this 
predicament.  To  the  honor  of  Pennfyhania^  it 
ought  to  be  mentioned,  that  except  for  a  few  hun- 
dred pounds,  no  demand  was  prefented  againft  this 
ftate,  except  by  an  individual,  who  is  underftood  to 
have  been  a  member  of  Congrefs,  until  the  declara- 
tion of  Independence  ;  and  who,  in  confequence  of 
that  meafure,  united  himfelf  to  the  Britifti  party. — 
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According  to  the  bed  eilimate  which  can  now  be 
formed,  tour-fifths  of  the  Turn  payable  in  purfu^nce 
of  the  convention  negociated  by  Mr.  King,  will  be 
awarded  to  the  creditors  of  Virginians. 

The  inference  deducible  from  thefe  fa  els,  is  (1  ill 
farther  confirmed,  by  a  view  of  the  adi'al  operation 
of  the  judicial  department.      Owing  to  delays  inci- 
dent to  the  organization  of  the  Federal  Courts,  and 
a  perfevering  difpofitioa  to  litigate  the  claims  of  the 
Britifh  creditors,   no  judgments  were  rendered   in 
Virginia,^  for  the  recovery  of  debts  contracted  before 
the  war,  until  the  year  1793  ;  and  the  example  of 
the  Federal  Courts  v^'as  not  followed  by  the  Courts 
of  the  Rate,  until  one  or  iwo  years  afterwards.     Yet, 
notwithftanding  all  thefe  difcouragements,  it  appears 
from  a  ftatement   prefented  to   Congrefs,   by   Mr. 
Jefferson,  as  an  argument  for  abolilhmg  the  Cir- 
cuit Courts,  that  more  than  one  fourth  part  of  the 
whole  number  of  fuits,  which  had  been  inflituted  in 
all  thejiates^    had  been  inflituted  in  the  flate  of  Vir- 
ginia alone.     It  alio   appears,  from  the  fame  flate- 
ment,  that  at  the  time  when  the  abolition  of  thefe 
Courts  was  prcpofed,  there  were  depending  in  the 
eaflern  diflricl  of  Virginia^  a  greater  number  of  fuits, 
than  in  all  the  ftates  to  the  eaihvard  of  Pennfyhania. 
In  fome  of  thefe  fuits,  m.en  of  great  political  influ- 
ence were  perfonally  interefted  ;  in  particular,  a  gen- 
tleman,  whofe  zeal  has  been  very  confpicuous,  de- 
clared fnortly  before  the  election  of  Mr.  Jefferson, 
that  he  had  a  caufe  dep§?idino^  in  a  Federal  Courts 
which  he  fboidd  certainly  lofe  ;  hut  which  he  ffooidd 
certainly  gain,  if  it  ceuld  be  tried  in  a  Court  of  thejiatt 
of  Virginia.     PofTibly  this  gentleman  expected  a  fa- 
vorable refult,  from  a  meafure,  which  rendered  the 
judicial  department    dependent  on  the  prevailing 
politics  of  the  fame  (late* 
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But  the  detail  of  Virginia  policy  is  not  yet  fiiiiflied. 
Before  the  Federal  Courts  afforded  a  ;emedy  to  the 
Britifh  creditors  ;  and  while  the  impediments  before 
defcribed  as  exiding  in  Virginia,  remained  in  full 
force,  Mr.  Jefferson  delivered  his  celebrated  Let- 
ter to  the  BritiOi  minifter,  Mr.  Hammond,  on  the 
fubjed  of  the  inexecution  of  the  Treaty  of  Peace. 
The  manner  in  which  this  fubject  was  introduced, 
and  afterwards  conducted,  ftrongly  marks  the  char- 
ader  of  Mr.  Jlfferson  ;  and  was  prcxluctive  of 
difficulties  of  a  mod  perplexing  nature,  in  the  fubfe- 
quent  operations  of  the  government. 

As  foon  as  Mr.  Jefferson  difcovered,  that  Mr. 
Hammond  had  no  powers  to  conclude  definitively  a 
treaty  of  Commerce,  but  merely  to  difcufs  the  terms  of 
fuel)  a  treaty  ;  the  want  of  this  authority,  though  not 
ufually  granted  to  refident  minifters,  was  treated  as 
an  evidence  of  unfriendly  fentiments,  on  the  part  of 
the  BritiOl  nation.  At  that  moment  oftenfibly  noth- 
ing was  confidered  as  of'more  importance  than  a 
Treaty  with  Great-Britain  ;  and  the  referve  of  this 
nation  was  flvillfully  contrafted  with  the  apparent 
sf^/  for  negociation  which  was  manifefted  on  the 
part  of  the  French  government. 

It  being  evident  that  the  non-execution  of  the 
Treaty  of  Peace,  was  an  obdacle  to  a  fincere  recon- 
ciliation between  the  United  States  and  Great-Brit- 
ain,  Mr.  Jefferson  propofed  to  Mr.  Hammond  an 
exchange  of  Notes,  in  which  the  mutual  complaints 
of  the  two  countries  fhould  be  fpecifically  detailed. 
A  more  notable  expedient,  for  fomenting  a  quarrel, 
could  not  have  been  devifed  ;  and  the  event  fully 
judified  the  expcdation  which  might  have  been 
formed.  As  fome  of  the  laws  pafled  during  the 
war,  remained  in  force,  though  contrary  to  the 
Treaty  of  Peace,  Mr.  Hammond  detailed  the  whole, 
and  referred  it  to  Mr.  Jefferson,   to  enumerate 
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fuch  a£ls  as  had  become  obfolete,  or  been  repealed. 
This  reprefentation  aiForded  Mr.  Jefferson  an 
opportunity  of  reviewiog  the  caufes  of  the  American 
revolution,  and  reviving  all  thofe  pafTions,  which 
it  was  the  objed  of  the  treaty  to  bury  in  oblivion  j 
the  diiculfion  at  once  changed  its  afped,  and  inftead 
Q^fetllhig  a  difpuie,  the  two  minifters,  by  the  addrefs 
of  Mr.  Jefferson,  were  employed  in  the  hopelefs 
undertaking,  of  writing  a  hiflcry  of  the  war^  in  con- 
cert. 

It  has  been  the  fortune  of  Mr,  Jefferson's  writ- 
ings to  be  highly  extolled,  until  they  have  been  cri- 
tically examined  :  But  it  is  certain,  that  though 
they  are  fpecious,  and  captivating  to  common  minds, 
their  merits  are  too  volatile  to  endure  the  teft  of  the 
crucible.  It  may  feem  invidious,  to  comment  on  a 
paper  fo  celebrated  as  the  Letter  to  Mr.  Hammond  ; 
but  it  will  be  rememxbered,  that  rumors  have  circu- 
lated, that  Mr.  JeffePvSon  was  not  the  real  author. 
The  truth  on  this  fubject  is,  that  m  confequence  of 
the  communications  of  Mr.  Adams,  while  minifter 
at  London^  in  1786,  Mr.  Jay,  who  was  then  Secre- 
tary of  Foreign  Affairs,  prepared  a  Report  to  Con- 
grefs,  on  the  queflions  relating  to  the  Treaty  of 
Peace,  which  is  a  nionument  of  the  wifdom,  probity 
and  learning  of  its  illuftrious  author.  This  Report 
would  have  been  highly  ufeful  to  Mr.  Jefferson,  \\\ 
preparing  the  note  to  Mr.  Hammond,  on  the  fame 
fubje£ls.  It  would  have  been  fortunate  for  this 
country  and  Mr.  Jefferson's  reputation,  if  a  charge 
of  plagiarifm  from  this  Report  had  been  well  found- 
ed. While  the  controverfy  with  GreaUBritain  re- 
mained unfeitled,  remarks  on  Mr.  J£FF£Rso^i's 
Letter  would  have  been  improper  ;  but  reafons  for 
forbearance  no  longer  exift  ;  and  henceforward  Mr. 
Jefferson  will  be  confidered  as  the  real  and  fole 
author^  unlefs  his  friends  fhould  accufe  other  members 
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cf  the  then  admlnijlraibn  of  being  accejfaries  to  a  meaf- 
ure^from  which  no  degree  of  credit  is  any  lofiger  to  be 
derived. 

The  preceding  remarks  have,  as  is  prefumed,  de- 
monftrate(i  the  faft,  that  the  4th  article  of  the  Treaty 
vjas  not  executed  in  Virginia,  till  the  year  1 793.  '1  he 
following  extracts  from  Mr.  Jefferson's  Letter, 
written  before  that  time,  are  now  fubmittcd  to  the 
judgment  of  the  public. 

"  Induced,  at  length,  by  afTurances  from  the  Brit- 
**  ifli  Court,  that  they  ivculd  concur  in  a  fulfilment  of 
*-*"  the  Treaty^  Congrefs,  in  1787,  declared  to  the 
*'  ftates,  its  will,  that  even  the  appearance  of  ohftacle^ 
*'  raifed  by  their  ads,  fhould  no  longer  continue^  and 
*'  required  2.  formal  repeal  o'i  twtr^  ad  of  that  nature  ; 
*'  and  to  avoid  quellion,  required  it,  as  well  from 
*'  thofe  ':vho  had  not^  as  from  thofe  who  had  paffed 
^^  fuch  ads  ;  which  was  complied  with  fo  fully,  that 
*'  no  fuch  laws  remained  in  any  fiate  of  the  Union, 
''  EXCEPT  ONE  ;  and  even  that  one  could  not  have 
*'  forborne,  if  any  fymptom  of  compliance  from  the 
*'  oppofite  party  had  rendered  a  reiterated  requifition 
*'  from  Congrefs  important.  That  indeed  the  re- 
"  quiring  fuch  a  repeal,  was  only  to  take  away  pre- 
"  text  ;  lor  that  it  was  at  ail  times  p»-rfectly 

*'  UNDERSTOOD,      THAT    TREATIlS     CONTROLED 

''  THE  LAWS  OF  TPiE  STATES;  the  Confederation 
*'  having  made  them  obligatory  on  the  Vv  hole  ;  Con- 
**  grefs  having  fo  declared  and  demonjhated  them  \ 
"  the  Legiflatures  and  Executives  of  most  of  the 
•'  STATES  having  admitted  it  ;  and  the  Judiciaries, 
•*  both  of  the  feparateand  General  Governments  fo 
•*  deciding." 

It  ought  to  excite  a  glow  of  (hame  on  the  cheek 
of  every  honefl  patriot,  that  fuch  afferiions  were  haz- 
arded ;  that  bQCdiuk  principles  had  been  denijnflrated^ 
it  fhould  be  inferred,  that  thefe  principles  had  in  fad 
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been  obferved  as  rules  ofcondn6l  ;  that  Mr.  Jeffer- 
SON  Ihould  begin  and  end  his  argument  with  Sipetitio 
principii^  and  aflfert  that  becaufe  "  lauful  impediments'^ 
ought  not  to  have  exi/ied^  that  therefore  they  bad  7iot 
exifted>  Let  the  friends  of  Mr.  jEFFtRsoN  eled, 
between  admitting  that  on  this  important  fubjed,  he 
euher  advanced  an  argument,  as  inconclufive  and 
incoherent  as  a  dream,  or  after  reviewing  the  con- 
dud  of  Virginia^  and  particularly  the  amendments 
to  the  national  Conftitution,  let  them,  if  they  pleafe, 
defend  his  underftanding,  at  the  expenfe  of  his  fm- 
cerity. 

But  waving  this  particular  inquiry,  what  terms  of 
reproach  are  not  applicable  to  the  low  cunning  of 
the  obfervation,  that  the  requiiition  of  Congrefs 
"  was  complied  wiih  fo  fully,  that  no  fuch  laws  re- 
«•  mainedin  any  of  thejiatn^  except  cne  ?"  Who 
would  not  underft and  that  twelve  ftates  had  exprefs- 
ly  repealed  all  ads  repugnant  to  the  Treaty  ?  This, 
however, was  not  the  fad.  Befides,  Mr.  Jefferson, 
in  his  Letter,  attempted  to  imprefs  an  idea,  that 
South-Carolina  was  the  one  Jlate  excepted.  This  was 
mean  and  unfair.  The  inftalment  law  of  South- 
Carolina  was  not  pointed  againft  Britijh  creditors  ; 
but  on  the  contrary,  it  allowed  them  the  fame  rem- 
edies as  were  allowed  to  citizens  of  the  United  States* 
The  condud  of  this  State  had  moreover  been  emi- 
nently liberal  in  the  reftitution  of  confifcated  eft ates, 
while  the  ftate  of  Virginia,  though  claffed  with  the 
ftates  which  had  complied  with  the  refolution  ofApriU 
1787,  adually  paiTed  a  fubfequent  law,  containing  a 
palpable  and  exprels  violation  of  the  Treaty,  and  an 
odious  difcrimination,  to  the  prejudice  of  Britifh  cred- 
itors. On  the  grounds  of  reafoning  alfumed  by  Mr. 
Jefferson  himfelf,  i^i^onejiate  thus  mentioned  by 
him,  as  a  cafual  and  unimportant  exception,  was  no 
other  than  the  ancient  dominion,  where  the 
C 
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debtors  principally  refided  ;  whofe  laws  had  created 
the  whole  controve^'fy^  and  uhofe  pervcrlenefs  had 
controled  and  nullified  the  decifions  of  the  other 
flates  !  ! — Was  it  ferioufly  expected  to  convince, 
conciliate  or  deceive  the  Government  of  a  wife  and 
powerful  nation,  by  a  quibble,  which  would  have 
difgraced  the  lyliouifin  of  a  fophimore  ? 

At  the  ck)fe  of  Mr.  Jefferson's  Letter,  the  ef- 
fence  of  all  his  arguments  is  condenied,  in  a  number 
of  concife  propofitions,  from  which  certain  refults 
are  fuppofed  to  be  deducible.  One  ot  ihefe  '•  re- 
fults'* is,  "  that  the  recovery  of  debts  was  obllru6led 
*'  validly  in  none  of  the  ft ates,  and  invalidly  only  in 
"  a  few  ;  and  that  not  till  long  after  the  infractions 
'«  on  the  other  fide.*'  And  the  concluding  corollary 
from  the  whole,  by  which  it  was  intended  for  ever 
to  filence  and  fubdue  Mr.  Hammond,  is  thus  ex- 
prefled  :  "  No  lawful  impediment  has  been  oppofed 
'i  to  the  profecution  of  the  juft  rights  of  your  citi» 
"  zens  ;  and  if  any  inftances  of  unlawful  impedi- 
"  ment  have  exifted  in  any  of  the  interior  tribunals, 
"  they  would,  like  other  z/w/ji^/m/ proceedings,  have 
''  been  overruled,  on  an  appeal  to  the  higher  courts. 
"  If  not  overruled  there^  a  complaint  to  the  Govern- 
"  ment  would  have  been  regular ^^  and  their  interfer- 
''  ence  probably  effeduaL^^ 

We  have  here  a  fpecimen  of  reafoning,  which  has 
no  parallel,  except  the  logic  by  which,  according 
to  Kabklais,  Panurge,  feveral  centuries  ago,  ob- 
tained a  victory  over  an  Engliihman,  in  a  difpute 
concerning  philofpby^  geometry,  andthecabalifHc  art. 
In  both  cafes,  the  fuperiority  of  the  French  fchool 
was  evinced,  by  the  complete  difcomfiture  of  their 
EngUjJo  antagonifts.  Ye  grave  converts  to  the  fub- 
lime  dodrine  of  human  perfed ability,  compofe  your 
countenances,  and  liften  to  the  oracular  deduftions 
of  theyi-^cw^ Panurge. 
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Congrefs  required  of  all  the  fta^^s  ^^  a  formal  re- 
pear  of  every  ad  contrary  to  the  Treaty  of  Peace  ; 
this  requifition  "  zvas  complied  iviih  Jo  fully ^  that  no 
*«  fuch  laws  remained  in  any  (tate  of  the  Union, 
*«  EXCEPT  ONE.'*  It  is  true,  that  eight  dates  only 
pafTed  the  ads  oi formal  repeal ;  but  thefe  ftates,  and 
two  others^  had  no  ads  of  the  kind  defcribed,  in 
force,  to  be  repealed.  Virginia  was  the  (late  to 
which  the  requifition  particularly  applied.  The  ad 
of  this  ftate  was  not  only  unrepealed,  but  re-enacled^ 
in  defiance  of  the  requifition.  From  this,  however, 
it  is  to  be  inferred,  that  a  "  reiterated  requiftiion,** 
would  have  produced  a  contrary  effed*  The  ad  of 
Virginia,,  though  re-enaded,  and  though  adually 
fomething  more  than  "  an  appearance  of  ob/iacle'^  to 
the  recovery  of  debts,  was,  as  had  been  ''  declared 
and demonftrated''  by  Congrefs^  as  was  "  perfectly 
understood''  by  Virginia  herfelf,  ''  in'Uidid ;"  be- 
ing invalid,  the  faid  ad  was  not  "■  lauftd  ;"  not  be- 
ing lawful,  it  was  niofl:  clearly  '•  unlawful."  It  has 
been  "  demonjirated''  that  the  Treaty  controled  all 
"  lawful  impediments  ;*'  and  unlawful  "  impedwients" 
were  no  violation  of  the  Treaty  :  Ergo,  the  treaty 
WAS  NOT  VIOLATED,  ^wd  crat  demorfirandum, 
Enlightend  dodors  of  the  new  fchool !  Are  you  not 
convinced  ?  Are  you  not  fatisfied  that  Mr.  Jeffer- 
son is  the  brightell  luminary  of  this  age  of  reason? 

Never  was  a  vidory  more  complete.  Mr.  Ham- 
mond was  aftonifhed  ;  and  he  merely  promifed.  that 
he  would  tranfmit  the  Letter  for  the  confideration 
of  his  Government.  This,  it  is  to  be  prefumed,  was 
done  ;  but  to  this  day,  Mr.  Jefferson's  arguments 
rem.ain  unrefuted  by  the  Britifh  miniflry.  Whether 
they  comprehended  the  diftindion  between  valid 
and  invalid  ads  of  legi/Jation  ;  "and  between  lawful 
and  unlawful  impediments  ;  or  whether  they  conclud- 
ed that  an  impediment  was  not  the  lefs  injurious,  f©r 
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being  "  demonflcated'*  to  be  contrary  to  the  Treaty^ 
and  therefore  "  unlawful,**  can  only  be  conjeccur* 
ed.  If  they  thought  Mr.  Jefferson's  arguments 
erroneous,  it  is  unfortunate  for  our  merchants  that 
they  did  not  confider  it  as  an  error  which  might  be 
fafely  tolerated ;  or  that,  inftead  of  combatting  him 
with  the  iveapoiis  of  reafon,  in  the  ufe  of  which  he 
had  proved  himfell  to  be  fo  expert  ;  they  reforted 
to  the  unphilofophical  argument  of  force,  which  he 
is  known  to  diflikc. 

In  the  year  1793,  the  Britifh  commenced  an  al- 
moft  indilcriminate  war  up'^n  the  -American  com- 
merce in  the  V/eJl-Indies  ;  the  lofles  were  principally 
fuftained  by  the  merchants  of  the  ealtern  and  mid- 
dle dates.  The  Virginians,  however,  manifefted 
preeminent  zeal  in  increafmg  the  public  irritation. 
A  general  open  war  feemed  to  be  aimofl  inevitable. 
Prefident  Washington  recommended  fuitable 
meafures  of  preparation,  by  creeling  forts  and  arfe- 
nals,  and  increafmg  the  public  forces.  The  oppo- 
fition  appeared  to  prefer  ads  offequejlration  and  coin- 
mercial  rejiridions.  To  avert,  it  poflible,  the  calam- 
ity of  war,  Prefident  Washington  determined  to 
inftitute  a  negociation  with  Great-Britain  ;  and  on 
the  16th  of  April,  17945  he  nominated  Mr.  Jay 
Envoy  Extraordinary,  for  that  purpofe.  Hitherto 
the  Virginians  had  generally  treated  the  character 
of  the  Prefident  with  a  good  degree  of  moderation 
and  refpeft  ;  but  on  the  occafion  of  this  meafure, 
their  refentments  were  manitelfed  in  the  mod  inde- 
cent reproaches.  The  motive  to  this  animofity,  and 
of  their  preceding  conduct,  was  fully  explained  on 
the  5th  of  May,  1794?  when  Mr.  Munroe  moved 
in  the  Senate  for  leave  to  bring  in  a  Bill,  to  fufpend 
the  4th  article  of  the  Treaty  of  Peace  with  Great- Bri- 
tain  ;  or  rather,  to  obviate  the  old  grievance  of  Vir- 
ginia, the  payment  of  bona  fide  debts  contraded  before 
the  war. 
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There  v^ere  In  the  Senate  at  this  time  feveral 
members,  who  were  well  dirpofed  to  gratify  the 
wifhes  of  Virginia^  and  who  generally  voted  in  oppo- 
iition  to  the  fyftem  of  meaiures  recommended  by 
the  Prefident.  It  thefe  gentlemen  did  not  poflefs 
fufficient  refohition  to  take  an  adive  part  in  cppofing 
improper  defigns^  they  were  too  virtuous  to  blajt  a 
negociation^  which  was  intended  to  redrefs  our  juft 
complaints,  and  procure  peace  to  the  country, 
Theie  m.embers  retired  when  the  Senaie  decided ; 
and  the  names  of  MUiNROE  and  TAYLOR,*  of 
courfe,  appear  alone  in  fupport  of  a  propofition, 
which,  confidering  all  the  circumflances  and  time 
when  it  was  offered,  was  the  mod  indecent  which 
was  ever  prefented  to  the  Legiilature. 

The  Treaty  negociated  by  Mr.  Jay,  recognized 
the  obligations  of  the  former  Treaty,  in  refped  to 
debts  contraded  before  the  war  ;  and  contained  a 
promife  of  indemnification  to  the  Britiih  creditors, 
for  the  lofles  they  had  fuflained  by  lawful  impedi- 
ments. The  machinations  by  which  it  was  attempt- 
ed to  prevent  the  ratification  by  the  Prefident  and 
Senate,  and  the  execution  by  the  Houfe  of  Repre- 
fentatives,  are  partially  knov/n  :  to  relate  private 
anecdotes  is  iiot  the  objed  of  this  paper,  though  fev- 
eral of  them  would  illudrate  the  futjed. 

After  many  obftacles  and  delays,  arifing  from 
ancient  prejudices  and  jealoufy,  and  which  could 
alone  be  obviated  by  patient  invefligation,  a  renun- 
ciation of  every  kind  of  artifice,  trick  and  chicanery, 
the  treaty  has  at  length  been  executed.  T  he  United 
States  are  to  pay  nearly  three  juillions  of  dollars^  for 
the  lolTes  occafioned  by  lawful  impediments  ;  and  it 
is  underftood  that  nearly  double  ttiat  fum  has  been 
awarded  to  citizens  of  the  United  States,  in  compen- 
fation  for  irregular  captures.  During  the  time  the 
Treaty  was  in  force,  the  commerce  of  the  United 

*  The  tvTO  Senators  from  Firzinia. 
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States  flourifhed  beyond  all  former  example  ;   the 
boundaries  of  our  empire,  except  to  the  north-weft- 
ward,  were  eftablilhed  ;  and  what  is  of  immenfe 
confequence,  a  foundation  was  laid  for  the  prefer- 
vation  of  peace  and  harmony,  and  a  mutual  ex- 
change of  kind  offices,  between  two  countries,  whofe 
diffentions  had  threatened  their  mod  important  in- 
terefts  with  ruin.     This  Treaty,  though  much  cen- 
fured,  produced  nothing  but  good  ;  it  has  at  length, 
however,  expired  ;  we  have  now  no  "  entangling  al- 
liance^* with  Great' Britain  ;  the  refponfibility  is  now 
caft  upon  the  prefent  adminiftration  to  conduct  the 
public  affairs,  with  more  wifdom  than  was  manifeft- 
ed  by  their  predeceffors.     They  will  not  deny  that 
they  affumed  this  refponfibility,  under  circumftances 
of  peculiar  advantage.     Among  thefe,  it  is  not  un- 
important, that  their  opponents  are  open  and  explicit 
in  their  objections:    I  hey  have  no  treacherous  dif- 
fimulater  in  their  cabinet,  who  is  fyftematically  coun- 
terading  the  meafures  he  is  affeding  to  advocate  ; 
nor  have  they  to  contend  with  the  intrigues,  or  the 
bribes  of  a  diplomatic  body,  accredited  to,  and  ading 
in  concert  with  an  interior  faction. 

Here  is  a  luccind  narrative  ot  events,  in  relation 
to  a  fubjed,  which  more  than  any  other  has  agitated 
the  paffions,  and  affeded  the  interefts  and  condition 
of  the  people  of  this  country,  during  a  term  of 
twenty  years  :  An  eventful  period,  in  which  they 
have  been  expofed  to  all  the  evils  of  anarchy,  in 
confequence  of  the  imbecility  of  their  Government ; 
in  which  they  have  been  expofed  to  civil  war,  by  a 
formal  oppofition  to  the  eftablifiiment  of  the  exifting 
Conftitut  on  ;  and  in  which  they  have  been  molt 
imminently  expofed  to  a  war  with  Great- Britain^ 
which  mull  inevitably  have  made  them  parties  to 
the  crimes  and  horrors  of  the  French  revolution, 
and  of  courfe  involved  them  in  wretch ednefs  and 
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ruin.  What  bitter  paflions ;  what  unfounded  prej- 
udices^ have  been  excited  ;  and  what  cruel  calum- 
nies have  been  propagated  againfl  the  men  who  avert- 
ed thefe  evils.  Now  that  the  fcene  is  clofed,  and 
the  fame  paflions  are  beginning  to  aifume  a  new  and 
perhaps  not  a  lefs  dangerous  direction,  will  it  not 
be  wife  for  the  people  to  recoiled,  that  they  were 
milled  on  a  moft  important  fubjed  for  a  long  period  j 
that  to  the  whol^fome,  but  then  unpalatable  coun- 
cils of  Mr.  Jay  and  Mr.  King,  they  probably  at 
this  moment  owe  the  prefervation  of  that  liberty,  to 
which  they  are  juftly  attached  ;  and  that  by  the 
favor  of  Providence,  thefe  men  flill  furvive  their 
diftinguiflied  and  no  lefs  virtuous  copatriots. 

MARCUS. 
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